
YOUR AUTOMATION SOLUTION 
Van Meter Inc. provides expert advice in the selection and design of automation solutions and more. We 
welcome your call to discuss your next project. To speak with a Van Meter representative, call 1-800-247-1410. 
We’ll quickly connect you with the person or information you need.

Massman Automation
Massman Automation, a Massman company, has been providing innovative packaging solutions for over 40 years to a wide 

variety of industries. Providing dependable equipment, excellent technical support and responsive customer service, 

Massman has earned a reputation in the packaging industry as a manufacturer of easy-to-operate, highly innovative 

equipment. Learn more about Massman Automation at massmanllc.com. 

Van Meter Inc.
Van Meter Inc. is a 100-percent employee-owned distributor of electrical, automation, lighting, datacomm, power 

transmission, utility and clean energy supplies, services and solutions. Headquartered in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, the company 

has 24 locations throughout the Midwest. 
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Many of the largest product packaging facilities in the world rely on robotics solutions that are built in one of the smallest 

towns in Minnesota. From its small Villard, Minnesota, outpost, Massman Automation is doing big things in the packaging 

industry with the power of its Doosan collaborative robot solution.

MASSMAN’S COLLABORATIVE ROBOTS OFFER
NEW PACKAGING SOLUTIONS

800.247.1410  I   vanmeterinc.comEverything you need to succeed. 

800.247.1410  I   vanmeterinc.comEverything you need to succeed. 

INVENTORY
SOLUTIONS

AUTOMATION LIGHTING DATACOMMPOWER
TRANSMISSION

MEDIUM
VOLTAGE

CUSTOMIZED
SOLUTIONS

ENERGY
EFFICIENCY

RENEWABLE
ENERGY

ELECTRICAL

OUR PRODUCTS

04

[Mark Suchy, Massman Companies]



THE RESULT
It’s an a�ordable solution too with most models ranging anywhere 

from $30,000-$70,000. �at makes for a quick payback for Massman’s 

industry-leading food customers.

Typically a collaborative robot will have a return on investment in the 

period of three to six months. 

“�e big benefit with robotics over human labor is you don’t have breaks, 

you don’t have downtime, you don’t have sick days; you hit the bu�on and 

the robot runs,” Dotson added.

�is doesn’t mean that collaborative robots are replacing employees. In 

most cases, they’re making their jobs safer and easier.

“So if you think about palletizing applications,” explained Dotson, “where 

a person is constantly bending over, picking up a case, turning, se�ing it 

down, that can cause a lot of strain on your back and muscles…, a lot of 

fatigue, a lot of workplace injuries. �e robots help solve that…along with 

this, you’re not eliminating that person, you’re allowing them to use their 

time elsewhere so they can tend to other components of the machine or 

the line or the process that maybe can’t be automated or have to be done 

manually with human interaction. So you’re not losing an employee, 

you’re just moving them to somewhere where they’re more valuable.”
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“Right now, in our customer’s facilities, their 
operators are stretched very thin…And in order 
to service our customers, we need to be 
working on collaborative robotics.”
- Mark Suchy, Massman Companies

CHALLENGE
Mark Suchy, Senior Vice President of Sales and Marketing for Massman 

Companies, sees collaborative robotics as a key solution to today’s 

manufacturing challenges. 

“Everything’s footprint today,” said Suchy. “Footprint and having the 

people available. Right now, in our customers’ facilities, their operators 

are stretched very thin. �ey used to load the product, corrugate and 

materials separately and then palletize all in one. Now there’s more 

demand on them. �ere’s ergonomic challenges to palletizing cases all day. 

So now where a 10 to 15 per minute case palletizer may not have reached 

an ROI, today it does. And in order to service our customers, we need to be 

working on collaborative robotics.”

�at’s where Van Meter’s expertise comes in.

SOLUTION
“Van Meter is always there to support us…and really just introduce us to 

the latest technologies,” Suchy said. “�e Doosan robot, with the larger 

reach and the speed capabilities, and Van Meter’s support behind us was 

really what drove us into implementing this solution.”

Unlike traditional robotics, collaborative robotics is a system that can 

operate and interact in the same workspace as an operator. 

“In traditional robotics,” explained Suchy, “the robots operate within a 

fenced area, which naturally takes up more distance.” 

“�ese [Doosan] robots are allowed to work with human interaction with 

no safety required,” added Van Meter Solution Consultant, Zach Dotson. 

“�ey have internal safety and torque sensors so you can work…without 

having to be worried about safety zones.”

To put it even more plainly, the Doosan robot will stop as soon as it comes 

into contact with a person or object, functioning as a safe system that 

takes up less footprint in a manufacturing facility and puts less demand 

on the body of an operator. 

“To operate in an area with operators hand in hand, side by side, this is 

the perfect solution,” Suchy added.  
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