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Like hundreds of small towns throughout the Midwest, Burlington, IA, was looking for a way to cut costs. One avenue 

open to the city was to upgrade its outdoor lighting with new energy-efficient lamps. For ideas on how to begin – without 

compromising the city's historical charm – a representative met with the lighting experts at Van Meter Inc. 

THE SWITCH IS ON TO LED SAVINGS IN 
BURLINGTON, IA 

LIGHTING

800.247.1410  I   vanmeterinc.comEverything you need to succeed. 

YOUR LIGHTING SOLUTION
Van Meter Inc. provides expert advice on lighting solutions and more. We welcome your call to discuss your 
next project. To speak with a Van Meter representative, call 1-800-247-1410 or 319-366-5301. We’ll quickly 
connect you with the person or information you need. 

–

City of Burlington
Burlington, a progressive community of 25,663 citizens located on the Mississippi River in Southeast Iowa, is a regional center 
for employment, shopping, education, healthcare and recreation. The city is beautifully situated on the river bluffs and has a 
rich heritage as a center of commerce and culture. Burlington was incorporated in 1836 and serves as the county seat of Des 
Moines County. There are plenty of things to see and do for residents and visitors alike...from Municipal Band concerts in the 
park, to the annual Steamboat Days festival to the Riverfront Farmers Market and more. Burlington takes pride in its past but 
keeps its focus on the future.

Van Meter Inc.
Van Meter Inc. is a 100-percent employee-owned distributor of electrical, automation, lighting, datacomm, power 
transmission, utility and clean energy supplies, services and solutions. Headquartered in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, the company 
has 14 locations throughout the state in Burlington, Carroll, Cedar Rapids, Clinton, Davenport, Des Moines, Dubuque, Iowa 
City, Keokuk, Muscatine, O�umwa, Sioux City, Urbandale and Waterloo. 
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Everything you need to succeed. 

CHALLENGE
History abounds from Burlington's Victorian homes on the Mississippi 
river bluffs to its architecturally rich buildings in downtown and 
dramatic steepled churches. 

The street and park lights are part of the charm, but the high-pressure 
sodium (HPS) lamps that light the city frequently burn out and the ballasts 
need replacing about every three years. “Replacing the HPS lamps and 
doing maintenance gets very expensive,” explained Mark Runnells, 
Maintenance Mechanic for Burlington. 

Runnells took this problem to Van Meter Product Specialist Mark 
Dunne for a solution. “Mark came to us for some new fixtures and asked 
if there was an alternative to HPS lamps that could do the job and cut 
the city's energy costs,” Dunne said. A�er further discussion, Dunne 
suggested a trial. 

SOLUTION
Van Meter gave Runnells two new LED (light emi�ing diodes) lamps to test. 
One was installed in South Hill Park and the other on Jefferson Street.   

“The re-wiring process was easy; we just replaced the old lamps and 
ballasts with the LED lights,” explained Runnells. “We were able to keep 
the globes and poles, so we could maintain the historical ambiance.” The 
LEDs worked beautifully, the response by city management and 
businesses was positive and the switch was on. Plans were made to start 
replacing HPS lights with LED lamps in other areas.

Burlington's re-lighting project included the re-lamp of 150, 150-wa� HPS 
decorative lights in two city parks and on Jefferson Street with highly 
efficient 35-wa� LED lamps. Plans are also underway to retrofit Central 
and Sixth Street bridges.

.
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THE RESULT
Energy efficient LED lighting is making a positive impact on the 
environment and the budget. The relighting is expected to save Burlington 
about 80,417 kilowa� hours (kWh) annually and shave nearly $6,500 off its 
energy bill. 

Reducing that amount of energy usage has the same benefit to the 
environment as slashing greenhouse gas emissions by 55.5 metric tons, 
reducing CO2 emissions equivalent to 45.5 acres of trees or saving enough 
electricity to power 7.5 average American homes for one year.

Working with Van Meter has helped the city lower its energy bill, improve 
its security and reduce its environmental impact. “We were looking for a 
way to lower our energy and maintenance costs and LED lights are 
helping us accomplish this. The cost savings will benefit all,” said City 
Manager Jim Ferneau. Certainly, there are more LED lighting upgrades in 
Burlington's future. 

While LEDs cost more up front than traditional HPS streetlamps, they 
last three to four times longer and produce two to three times more light 
per wa�, delivering anywhere from 30 to 70 percent in annual electricity 
savings. “Since these lights are on all night, every night, the savings really 
add up,” Ferneau said.  Pay back is about two years and the savings just 
keep coming.

“We were looking for a way to lower our energy and 

maintenance costs and LED lights are helping us 

accomplish this. The cost savings will benefit all.”         

-  Jim Ferneau

800.247.1410  I   vanmeterinc.com

A U.S. Department of Energy study 
found a hypothetical full conversion 
of existing U.S. street lighting to LEDs 
could reduce nationwide energy 
demand by 8.1 Terawatt-hours -- or 50 
to 70 percent below the study's base 
case of high pressure sodium bulbs – 
saving 5.7 million metric tons of 
annual CO2 emissions. 

(SOURCE: US DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY)

DID YOU KNOW?

Electric streetlights first began 
appearing in European capitals in the 
mid-1800s. Parisians and Londoners 
marveled at the light, even if it was so 
blinding the lights had to be installed in 
high towers. America pierced the 
darkness in April 1879, when the first 
electric lamp went up in Cleveland. By 
2020 LEDs are expected to account for 
100 million of the worldwide installed 
base of 155 million streetlights. 

HTTP://WWW.FORBES.COM/SITES/UCILIAWANG/2014/09/10

THE FIRST ELECTRIC STREETLIGHTS
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